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Qualification-specific guidance for families. Confirm the current syllabus, assessment rules and deadlines
with the school and awarding body.

This guide offers educational information, not a predicted grade, admissions guarantee or assessment certification.
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AB and BC: breadth, not a status label

Both courses develop limits, derivatives, integrals, differential equations and applications. BC adds
parametric, polar and vector-valued functions, infinite sequences and series, and further techniques within
shared topics. BC also reports an AB subscore.

Choose with the school, considering foundations, pace, intended study and university requirements. Do
not equate an AP score with an IB grade or assume automatic university placement.

May 2027 assessment

The multiple-choice section has 42 questions in 100 minutes: 29 in 62 minutes without a calculator, then
13 in 38 minutes with a graphing calculator required. It contributes 50%.

The free-response section has six questions in 90 minutes: two in 30 minutes with a graphing calculator
required, then four in 60 minutes without a calculator. It contributes 50%.

This is hybrid digital: multiple choice and FRQ prompts are in Bluebook; FRQ responses are handwritten
in exam booklets. Older 45-question/105-minute MCQ tables do not describe May 2027.

Skills beyond rule recall

» Move between graphs, tables, formulas and verbal descriptions.
* Set up related rates or optimisation before differentiating.
« Distinguish a rate from an accumulated quantity.

» Check theorem conditions, interval restrictions and endpoints.
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Rate and accumulation: a teaching example

If water enters a tank at r(t) = 2t litres per minute for 0 <=t <= 3, the added volume is the integral from O to
3 of 2t dt = 9 litres. The rate att = 3 is 6 litres per minute. These quantities answer different questions.

To find total water in the tank, add its initial volume and account for any outflow. A calculation without the
scenario can answer the wrong question even when the arithmetic is correct.

Justification and scoring

Use the actual scoring guideline for a released FRQ. Points may distinguish setup, calculation,
interpretation and justification. A named theorem is not a substitute for checking the applicable
hypotheses and reaching the required conclusion.

An incorrect number may retain some credit for correct work where the rubric permits it; follow-through is

not universal. Units, precision and constants of integration depend on the mathematical task and
question-specific requirements.

Help without taking over

» Ask which representation contains the useful information.
* Ask why the theorem or test applies here.
» Have the student explain what the derivative or integral means, including units.

» Encourage checking endpoints in absolute-extrema problems.
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A realistic preparation plan

« Start with algebra, functions, trigonometry and logarithms alongside limits.

* Build by-hand fluency and deliberate calculator use separately.

» Mix contextual questions with graph and table interpretation.

» BC students: schedule dedicated series and parametric/polar practice before the final weeks.

» Rehearse current section timings, Bluebook navigation and handwritten FRQ communication.

Patterns worth discussing

Repeated algebra errors, avoidance of explanation, or a large difference between routine and contextual
work warrant a closer look. Review the decision before the derivative, not just the final answer.

University planning

Calculus supports quantitative study, but required course, score, credit and placement vary by institution
and department. Check how each university treats BC and its AB subscore rather than assuming that two

semesters of credit will be granted.
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Sources and the next step

Use the original awarding body's current guidance; course versions and policies can change.
AB exam format

BC exam format

Released FRQs and scoring guidelines

The 45-minute diagnostic

30 minutes of live observation plus 15 minutes of independent work. A written report follows within 24
hours. The AED 150 launch price is fully credited if a programme starts within 7 days.

Bring the course details and relevant practice evidence. For assessed work, follow school and
qualification rules on outside help.

Read the Diagnostic page for the process, then use the homepage enquiry form to ask about availability.
An enquiry does not reserve an appointment.

Ask about a diagnostic: open the homepage enquiry form

For printed copies: https://www.oxbridgemathtutors.com/#contact
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