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Qualification-specific guidance for families. Confirm the current syllabus, assessment rules and deadlines

with the school and awarding body.

This guide offers educational information, not a predicted grade, admissions guarantee or assessment certification.
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Check the exam year first

The course was revised for 2026-27. For May 2027: 42 multiple-choice questions in 90 minutes (50%) and

four free-response questions in 90 minutes (50%). Each FRQ is worth 10 points. Both sections, including

typed free responses, are completed in Bluebook.

The revised course has five units and emphasises formulating questions, collecting data, analysing data

and interpreting results. Older six-FRQ papers can still offer selected practice, but their format and some

content do not match 2027.

What the course asks students to do

• Describe distributions and relationships using evidence rather than impressions.

• Distinguish sampling from random assignment: one supports population generalization, the other

supports causal conclusions when the design is appropriate.

• Use probability, sampling distributions and inference; choose a method and check its conditions.

• Interpret calculator output and explain conclusions in the original context.

What is no longer in the revised framework

Removed topics include the geometric distribution, combining random variables, chi-square

goodness-of-fit, inference for slopes and analysing departures from linearity. Confirm topic coverage

against the current Course and Exam Description, not an old revision list.
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From a number to an interpretation

Teaching example: suppose a valid 95% confidence interval for a population proportion is 0.42 to 0.58. A

contextual conclusion identifies the population and outcome: 'We are 95% confident that between 42%

and 58% of the target population have the stated characteristic.'

This is not a claim that 95% of individual observations lie inside the interval, or that a fixed population

parameter has a 95% chance of moving into it. The method's confidence level describes its long-run

coverage.

A complete solution must also explain the study and conditions required by the question. This example is

instructional, not a guaranteed scoring template.

Read the relevant scoring guideline

For May 2027, use current 10-point FRQ examples and guidance. Historical E/P/I component judgements

and final 0-4 scores belong to older rubrics; they are not the current universal system.

Credit depends on the actual question and scoring requirements. Merely naming a test, writing a stock

conclusion, or producing calculator output does not establish that the reasoning is correct.

Help without taking over

• Ask what the question is asking before a formula is chosen.

• Ask what each parameter and number mean in this situation.

• Have the student explain why a method is appropriate.

• Encourage an error log distinguishing content, reading, assumptions, calculation and interpretation.
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A realistic preparation plan

• Early: check foundations in data, probability and study design.

• During inference: connect method choice, conditions and conclusion, not just button sequences.

• Before the exam: use revised-format practice and practise typing complete answers in Bluebook.

• Final review: compare solutions with current official scoring guidelines and revisit repeated error

patterns.

Patterns worth discussing

Look for repeated avoidance of free response, strong untimed work but weak timed work, or an inability to

explain a calculator result. These are reasons to investigate, not diagnoses from a single score.

Progression and credit

Statistical reasoning supports research, business, public health and data-related study. University credit

and placement are different and institution-specific. Check the university's current policy and the College

Board credit-policy search; do not assume a particular score guarantees credit.
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Sources and the next step

Use the original awarding body's current guidance; course versions and policies can change.

2026-27 revisions

Exam format and scoring resources

Credit-policy search

The 45-minute diagnostic

30 minutes of live observation plus 15 minutes of independent work. A written report follows within 24

hours. The AED 150 launch price is fully credited if a programme starts within 7 days.

Bring the course details and relevant practice evidence. For assessed work, follow school and

qualification rules on outside help.

Read the Diagnostic page for the process, then use the homepage enquiry form to ask about availability.

An enquiry does not reserve an appointment.

Ask about a diagnostic: open the homepage enquiry form

For printed copies: https://www.oxbridgemathtutors.com/#contact
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