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Qualification-specific guidance for families. Confirm the current syllabus, assessment rules and deadlines

with the school and awarding body.

This guide offers educational information, not a predicted grade, admissions guarantee or assessment certification.
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Decide whether the SAT is needed

Check each target university's current policy for the application year, programme and applicant category.

Test-required, test-optional and test-flexible policies differ, and scholarship rules may be separate. A

general guide cannot settle an admissions decision.

This guide covers the Maths section only. A total SAT score also includes Reading and Writing; Maths

tuition should not imply preparation for the full test.

The Maths section at a glance

There are 44 questions in two separately timed modules of 22 questions and 35 minutes each. A

calculator is allowed throughout, with Desmos built into Bluebook. Most questions are multiple choice;

some require an entered answer. Maths scores range from 200 to 800.

Content domains are Algebra (about 35%), Advanced Math (about 35%), Problem-Solving and Data

Analysis (about 15%), and Geometry and Trigonometry (about 15%).

What adaptive means

The first module has a comparable mix of difficulty, not necessarily identical questions for all students.

Performance routes the student to a higher- or lower-difficulty second module. The final score uses

performance across both modules and question characteristics.

Equal numbers of correct answers can produce different scores. There is no simple universal

points-per-question table or fixed score ceiling to promise. Two unscored pretest questions appear in each

module; students cannot reliably identify them and should attempt all questions.
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Choose a method, not always a calculator

Students should practise when algebra, graphing, substitution or estimation is most efficient. For x + y = 7

and x - y = 1, adding equations gives 2x = 8, so x = 4 and y = 3. Desmos intersections offer another route,

but are not automatically faster.

Calculator output still needs checking against the domain and question. Graphs can help identify

candidates; the context determines whether a candidate is valid. Under College Board's current handheld

policy, only non-CAS devices are allowed; remove algebra-functionality programs and stored documents.

Recheck the official policy before the sitting. Bluebook's built-in tools are distinct from handheld-device

permission.

Module and answer-entry rules

Students can flag, revisit and change answers within the current module. They cannot return to a

completed module, and unused time does not transfer to the next module.

Enter mixed numbers as improper fractions or decimal equivalents: 3 1/2 becomes 7/2 or 3.5. Follow

Bluebook's instructions for character limits, rounding and truncation. Equivalent valid fractions do not

universally need simplifying.

For most students trying their best, guessing is preferable to leaving a question blank, especially after

eliminating choices. Do not spend the module trying to identify experimental questions or

reverse-engineer routing.

Review errors by cause

Record whether a mistake came from content, translating words, method choice, calculation, pacing or

answer entry. Compare timed and untimed performance. A geometry gap should be observed, not

assumed from the student's grade or age.
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A realistic preparation plan

• Check admissions deadlines, available sittings and score-report requirements.

• Take a full official timed Bluebook practice test to establish evidence.

• Address observed content and decision-making gaps with targeted practice.

• Practise Desmos, answer entry and within-module review deliberately.

• Repeat full timed practice with error review, leaving room for another sitting if appropriate.

Help without taking over

Ask what the question is asking and why a method was chosen. Encourage explaining tempting wrong

answers and keeping an error log. One practice score or a harder-feeling second module is not a

diagnosis or a reliable score prediction.

Self-check, not score prediction

Confidence ratings can identify concerns but cannot establish an 'exam-ready' score. Use actual practice

evidence, test dates and the student's Maths target to choose the next step.
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Sources and the next step

Use the original awarding body's current guidance; course versions and policies can change.

Structure

Adaptive scoring

Official answer-entry directions

Bluebook practice

The 45-minute diagnostic

30 minutes of live observation plus 15 minutes of independent work. A written report follows within 24

hours. The AED 150 launch price is fully credited if a programme starts within 7 days.

Bring the course details and relevant practice evidence. For assessed work, follow school and

qualification rules on outside help.

Read the Diagnostic page for the process, then use the homepage enquiry form to ask about availability.

An enquiry does not reserve an appointment.

Ask about a diagnostic: open the homepage enquiry form

For printed copies: https://www.oxbridgemathtutors.com/#contact
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